WANDERINGS.                           57
weeks preceding this adjourned meeting Poe neglected practically all his duties as a cadet, and was consequently cited to appear before the court and answer to two charges o£ two specifications each, to the effect that he had absented himself from certain parades, roll-calls, guard duty, and academical duties, and in the course of thistremiss-ness had twice dirlctly disobeyed the orders of the officer of the day. He pleaded guilty to all, except one specification, and as it was the one alleging the most patent of his offenses — his absence from parade, roll-call, and guard duty — he thus shut the gates of mercy on himself. The court found him guilty, and passed a sentence of dismissal, which, however, in order that his pay might suffice to meet his debts to the academy, they recom^ mended should not take effect until March 6; on February 8,1881, the Secretary of War approved the proceedings of the court, and ordered the sentence to be executed in accordance with the recommendation. On the morning of March 7, cqnse-quently, Poe found himself as free as he had been in Boston, four years before, when he first entered the service, and apparently as penniless, .since only twelve cents remained to his credit.
Funds for his journey to New York may have been provided from the subscriptions of the cadets (seventy-five cents, which the superintendent allowed to be deducted from their pay),1 of which 1 Allan B. Magruder, Esq., to the author, July 1, 1884.hfr fttafc of an heir to Mr. Allan
